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Some Things To Consider
1) The first Thanksgiving took place in 1621. Pilgrims invited local native Indians to a feast honoring the God of heaven, thanking Him for all His blessings. In 1789 President George Washington declared November 26 as a national day of Thanksgiving. A permanent national celebration came in 1863 under Abraham Lincoln.
2) We all have things we can be thankful for at this time of year, though the holidays are tough for some.
Lessons From Luke 17
** Things to consider from this story:
  1. There were ten lepers in the village where Jesus went standing at a distance as required (Lev. 13:45-46).
  2. These ten did not specifically ask to be healed. They do ask Jesus to have mercy on them, hoping for a healing.
  3. The ten call Jesus “Master” (Lk. 17:13), denoting His authority (Lk. 5:5; Lk. 8:24; Lk. 8:45; Lk. 9:33).
  4. Jesus tells them to go and show themselves to the priest in vs. 14. It took faith for them to do what Jesus said. They listened, they believed He could heal them, and they obeyed. 
  5. In Lk. 17:15-16, one of the ten who has been healed turns back and worships Christ. He wanted to be with Jesus.
What can we learn from this story? We can be like the other nine who did not return. We listen, we obey what God says but at times we miss the relationship with God that we so desperately need. The one who did return reminds us of how important our personal relationship with God is.

Four Thoughts From 1 Peter 2:9
1. Be thankful we are chosen. God reached out to us and made us His children. To experience this relationship we need to be in His Word, serving, with others.
2. Be thankful that we have direct access to God. We can pray anytime and anywhere. We offer spiritual sacrifices to Him, which includes our life for His use, praises, prayers.

3. Be thankful that we are secure as God’s children. We are “God’s possession”, and that is never lost.
4. Be thankful for the opportunity to be a world changer.
Four Things About God From Psalm 100

1. He __________ us, and we are His people – vs. 3
2. He is our ____________, and we are His sheep – vs. 3

· He protects us, He cares for us, He meets our needs, and in the middle of trials He walks with us. He gives us spiritual rest.

3. He is __________ and merciful – vs. 5
· His goodness leads to His mercy, His willingness to make us His children through Christ. It is seen in His patience with mankind (2 Peter 3:9).

· His mercy is the word “hesed.” It describes God as loyal, devoted to caring for us, showing unmoving love.

4. He is _____________ – vs. 5 
Answers:  1. created     2. shepherd     3. good     4. reliable     

