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Some Things To Consider
1) Most of us have genuine “friends.”  Many of us of all ages have probably experienced “broken friendships.”
2) “Friends” according to the Hebrew word, are those who delight in each other’s company. Either they are useful to each because one possesses gifts that the other lacks, or they have certain tastes in common.
** Some misconceptions about friendship:
  1. Just because we talk with someone, and feel okay doing it does not make them our close friend. 
  2. Just because we work with someone and interact with them does not make them a close friend.
  3. Just because someone makes us feel appreciated does not mean they are close friends.
  4. Just because we have common interests does not make us best friends.

3) There are various levels of friendship. Acquaintances (people we work with, met somewhere); Casual (people we socialize with, do things with, talk at work); Close (people we laugh with, share our life with); Intimate (regular contact, a deep commitment to mutual character development).

Being Careful Of The Friends We Choose – Pro. 6:16-19
1. People with “haughty eyes” are arrogant and feel superior.
2. A “lying tongue” practices deception of all types.

3. “Hands that kill the innocent” describes people who throw their positions around to control others and devalue them.

4. A “heart that plots evil” plans to hurt others.
5. “Feet that race to do wrong” go searching for trouble.

6. A “false witness” passes on damaging info.

Marks Of A True Friend
1. True friends can be __________ – Pro. 17:9
2. A true friend is ___________. – Pro. 17:17; Pro. 18:24
3. A true friend challenges us to live ________ – Pro. 27:6
4. True friends will help keep us on ________ – Pro. 27:9

5. True friends ___________ our character – Pro. 27:17
How Do We Get There

  1. We begin by talking with others, looking for people with similar values, ideals and some interests.
  2. Invest time in developing relationships with people whom we share those same values, ideals and interests.
  3. Look for people we can be open with who will accept us regardless of what we say or think.

  4. Look for people with humility and a teachable spirit, who love serving and encouraging and loves what Christ loves.

  5. Look for people who are truthful, honest, and real, who lift up the hurting, and who reach out to others.

  6. Seek people with high integrity, who pull our character up and challenge us.

  7. Find people we can bare our soul to, and know that our info is secure and we can be authentic with.

  8. Develop friendships with people who reconcile and forgive. They will work through relational conflicts.

Answers:  1. trusted     2. loyal     3. right     4. track     5. sharpen

