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Some Things To Consider
1) Character is who we are when no one is looking. It’s not what we have done, but who we are – Bill Hybels.   
2) Character development takes hard work. It does not earn us our relationship with God, but I need God to help me become a person of character, a person of integrity.
3) Character is often refined in tough situations – James 1.

4) A few reasons why we should develop character in our life:

  1. We can be a model for our kids and others what character looks like and makes it better for all involved.
  2. We will have contentment and peace in life because we have chosen to live a life without fear.
  3. God thinks it’s important. This is crucial.
Four Character Qualities To Strive For
1. Character Quality #1 - ______________ – Pro. 16:18-19
· A humble person recognizes they cannot make it in life dependent upon themselves.
· They also recognize they are no better than anyone else.

· Pro. 11:2 – proud people can be rude and disrespectful.
** James 4:6-10 gives steps to apply to gaining humility:  

  1. Acknowledge the need to deal with pride – vs. 6
  2. Get to know God – vss. 7-8. We are to “submit” to God.
  3. Make a decisive action to change – vss. 8-9
  4. Depend on God – vs. 10
2. Character Quality #2 - ______________ – Pro. 16:21-22
· “Discretion” is a word that means “insight, foresight, understanding.” Wisdom goes with this.

· Discernment has the idea of perceiving what is going on, being able to weigh options, judge consequences.

· Look at Heb. 5:11-6:3. God’s Word helps us discern.

** Some thoughts on discernment:
  1. Before leaping, try to objectively view the situation.
  2. Always make decisions based on sound values.

  3. Consult people of character for insight and advice.
  4. Compare what people say with historic Christianity.

3. Character Quality #3 - ______________ – Pro. 20:11
· The words “pure” and “right” deal with our actions and conduct being moral, being righteous.
** Helps for growing in purity:
  1. Allow God’s Word to guide our life – Ps. 119:9-11
  2. Ask questions when confronted about moral choices:

    a. What does God think about what I am doing? – Lk. 6
    b. Would it cause me to compromise my values? 

    c. Would it affect people negatively by my doing it?

4. Character Quality #4 - ______________ – Pro. 28:1
· “Bold” means “to be secure, be confident.”

· Boldness stands for right and wants to help.
· We must face our fears head on and work through them (2 Tim. 1:7), surround ourselves with good role models (1 Cor. 15:33) and transform our minds (Rom. 12:1-2).
Answers:  1. Humility     2. Discernment     3. Moral purity     4. Boldness    

