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Opening Thoughts
1) In our world today, it can mean much to take a stand for God. You can lose your life, your job, your family.
2) In America, we don’t deal with the persecution others face because of their relationship with God. But more and more Christians are mocked and made fun of for having faith in God.
3) 2 Peter 2:1-3 gives us a few thoughts about false teachers. Jesus deals with the religious leaders who are making a joke of the Temple. Note the following from 2 Peter 2:
· They will cleverly teach destructive heresies.

· They deny the Lord Who died for their sins (1 Jn. 2:22).

· They slander the truth and lead people astray.

· Their greed leads them to make up lies for money.

· God condemned them and He will deal with them.

4) The scene in Jn. 2:14 had become known as the “Annas Bazaar.” He was high priest deposed by Rome 15 years earlier but still ruling through puppets, mostly his sons.

5) Animals for sacrifices were being overcharged, money changers were ripping people off, “unblemished” animals for sacrifices weren’t “unblemished”, and the exchange rate for the Temple tax was outrageous.

Taking A Stand
1. Sometimes to stand for truth, we have to be prepared to stand alone – Jn. 2:15-17
 When we stand for truth, it may affect relationships with others. It may cause pain at our jobs when we refuse to do something wrong.

· What were the disciples thinking? Were they wondering a little about Jesus? They had not been with Him long but had seen Him do miracles and other things. Now they see Him take a stand.

· Sometimes in our standing for what is right we help others have the courage to do the same thing if they ever have to.

· Jesus was not worried about whether He would be popular doing this. He saw an injustice and responded.

2. Be prepared to explain why if necessary we are taking that particular stand for something – Jn. 2:18-22
· His response may not have been the answer they wanted but Jesus did give an answer to their question. There are no set rules as to when to answer or not to.

· Always when answering let the Bible be our guide.

· Keep in mind that at times Jesus did not waste His time on people who did not want to hear.

** Some things to keep in mind: 
  1) Some people simply will not understand our position.
  2) Some people simply will not care.
  3) Some people will openly reject what is said.
  4) Some people will listen and respond positively (Jn. 2:23-25).
Closing Thoughts: No matter how much people mock or try to wipe out Christianity, it won’t happen. Ultimately Christ will triumph and reign over the earth. Our bodies are the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20) and we are to keep them from sin and corruption.
