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Opening Thoughts
1) Being “on mission” carries the idea that we are choosing to live like Jesus among people, showing them by word and deed the love of Christ. It can be seen in a servant project, small groups doing ministry, Awana, or youth, etc. Or it can be individuals and families becoming involved in the lives of people, inside and outside the walls of the church. It is not a program, it is a lifestyle.
2) We need each other in the church for encouragement and to challenge us to live a life that honors the Lord. 
3) Today we want to see how Jesus interacted with someone that others would be less inclined to talk to.

4) Everything we are going to say is a mindset, a decision that we make to live this way.

Being On Mission With Jesus
1. We must be ________ to opportunities that are placed before us, even if they seem out of the “norm” – Jn. 4:4-8
· What we mean is that God will put us in situations, bring people into our lives that we may not expect.
· We have to have the attitude of being willing to be used by God in whatever situation He allows.
· The phrase “He had to go through Samaria” (vs. 4) is a word that means “it was necessary.” Christ was always looking for those who had needs. He was willing to go where most Jews would not want to go – to Samaria.
2. We _______________ allow prejudices of any kind to stop us from being “on mission with Jesus.” – Jn. 4:4-8
· Jews did not like Samaritans because they were not “pure” Jews. Samaritans worshipped at a different place.

· Some Christians allow personal prejudices to interfere with them touching the lives of other people. It may be personality conflict, opinions, race related, social status. See James 2:1-13 regarding this type of attitude.

· Note the response of the disciples in Jn. 4:27 when they returned from the village. They were “shocked, amazed” that Jesus was talking to this person.
3. Interacting and showing interest in other’s lives can open opportunities to share Christ or influence people.
· Jesus interacts with this woman. He asks for a drink (vs. 7) which surprises her (vss. 9-10).

** Note a couple of things:
  1) Nowhere in the conversation does Jesus condemn her for her questions. He patiently answers her (vss. 10-15). He also uses the situation to make a spiritual conversation. He does not force the issue, it is part of the natural conversation. Jesus is kind and courteous throughout the interaction.

  2) Nowhere does Jesus condemn her for her lifestyle (vss. 17-20). He does not condone what she is doing but allows the Holy Spirit to work in her. 

4. The response of others should __________ affect our living Christ before them.
· People will reject us, but we should never stop living Jesus before them and interacting with them.
Answers:  1. open     2. cannot     3. never  
