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Opening Thoughts
1) The author is never mentioned by name, but the Apostle John more than likely wrote the book. Early church leaders such as Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian stated that John wrote the book. We do know the author was an eyewitness to the person of Christ (Jn. 1:14; Jn. 19:35).
2) The date of the book has been estimated between 40-140 A.D. or even later. Most scholars date it between 85-95 A.D. Early church fathers held that John wrote it in his older years.
3) John was written for seekers and believers, to help lead people to Christ and to strengthen Christians (Jn. 20:31). We read of Christ’s Deity, His teachings regarding eternal life, etc.
Practical Learning From Jesus’ Encounters
1. A follower of Christ _____________ have the desire to know Jesus as well as possible – John 1:35-39
· John the Baptist declares Jesus as the “Lamb of God” Who takes away the sins of the world (Jn. 1:29, 36).
· There is no hint of jealousy in John. He knew His job.

· In Jn. 1:38 Jesus asked a question, not a “who do you want” but “what purpose do you have” question. What do we want out of following Christ?
· Andrew and John see this as a commitment, not an experiment. They spend many hours with Christ (vs. 39).

3. When we get to know Jesus, we will be more ________
centered – Jn. 1:40-42
· Andrew was convinced Jesus was the Messiah and went and found Simon (Peter) and brought him to Jesus. Andrew was always bringing someone to Jesus (Jn. 6:6-8; Jn. 12:20-22).
· Jesus changes Peter’s name (vs. 42) from being a “hearer” (Simon) to “the rock, a stone” describing someone who was “unyielding, resembling a rock.” Jesus saw what Peter could and would become.
· Jesus saw people not necessarily for what they were, which Jesus did know, but what they could become.

4. A follower of Christ must get rid of preconceived ideas about a person and give them a chance – Jn. 1:43-51
· Note Nathanael’s thoughts about Jesus (vs. 46). When he heard the word “Nazareth” he formed his opinion about Christ. 
· When Nathanael meets Jesus, He is convinced of Who Christ is (vss. 48-50).

· Jesus does not rebuke Nathanael, but sees him as an honest Israelite.

Answers:  1. should     3. others
