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Opening Thoughts
1) It has been said that December for some is the hardest month of the year. For others, it is a time of hope, peace and enjoying family and friends.
2) As we begin today, who in your mind has influenced the world in a positive way more than anyone else? Think about some person other than Jesus. In the big picture of history they do not hold a candle to the influence Jesus has had.
3) The Bible tells us about the life of Christ including His death and resurrection and what He came to do. In the words that deal with these things, we get a glimpse of what life would have been like if Jesus had not been born.
What If Christ Had Not Been Born
** Gal. 4:4-5 talks about the coming of Jesus at the right time into human history. See Gen. 15:6. 
1. We would have no ____________ of a changed life.
· There are many people who struggle with issues in their lives. To deal with issues requires an inward change, a radical transformation that only Christianity provides. 
  1) Jn. 16:5-15 speaks of the Holy Spirit coming into the lives of Christ’s followers. He leads us to live righteous lives.
  2) 2 Cor. 5:17 tells us we are “new” in Christ, something we never were before. See Titus 3:5.
  3) Romans 6 teaches that we have died to sin’s power. 
2. The social order would still be a _________ – Gal. 3:28
· There are differing roles that we play, but all are “equal” in their relationship in Christ.

· Christianity changed the social status of women and children. Jesus talked to the woman at the well (John 4).

· In the Roman world, a father who did not want a child could leave it in a field to die. Christians would find these children and take them in. Early Christians would purchase slaves just to free them. 

· Gen. 1:26-27 says that man was made in the “image” of God, a moral, spiritual and emotional image.

3. Before Christ _________________ for the hurting was unheard of.
· Mt. 9:35-38 shows the heart of Jesus for people. They need to be shown compassion.

4. There would be no ___________ hope for the world.

** Here are a few prophecies regarding Christ:

  1) Where He would be born – Micah 5:2. Mt. 2 tells us that there was no doubt about Who this Person was.

  2) His lineage – Gen. 49:10 is about a future Messiah. Jesus was from the Tribe of Judah, through David (Mt. 1:2-3,6,16; Rev. 5:5-14).   

  3) Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver – Mt. 27:1-10 with Zech. 11:11-12 and Jer. 32:6-9.

  4) He was crucified – Ps. 22:14-18 with Gospel records of the crucifixion. See also Mark 15:24.

Practical Thoughts: Think of what the world would be like if Christ had not come. No hope for help to overcome problems, social order a mess, no compassion. What kind of life would we be living without God in our lives.

