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Opening Thoughts
1) As mentioned before, the world of the first century was looking for a Messiah, some hope for a hopeless world.
2) In Mt. 2 we meet the religious leaders and teachers of the Law. These “teachers” or “scribes” were men who were supposedly educated in the Bible. They were seen as the ultimate authority in the area of faith and practice. 

3) Teachings that had been passed down, interpretations by former Rabbis and such of the OT, were equal with Scripture. The teachings of these “scribes” became a weight around the neck of the people.
4) The Wise Men coming to Jerusalem, the reaction of Herod to the news of the Child to be born, the attitude of the religious leaders can teach us about how we can keep this season of the year from being “forgotten.” 
What The Religious Leaders Can Teach Us
1. It is easy to be ______________ towards God without being relational with God.
· Bethlehem was within ten miles of Jerusalem. No effort is made by the religious leaders to check out the Micah 5:2 prophecy that they quoted in Mt. 2:6.
· These “leading priests” and “teachers” here in our story were religious but were missing a relationship. See John 3 and the story of Nicodemus.

· James 1:22-27 reminds us it is not enough to just “look” into God’s Word. We need to act upon it, allow it to be a part of our life by studying and applying it, submitting ourselves to God.

Practical: We can go to church, read our Bible, pray, serve, and still be missing out on our relationship with God. Now these things are important. But unless God is working in us, changing us, we are no different than the guys in our story.

2. It is easy to become _____________ on ourselves and what we want, and not necessarily what God wants.
· The religious leaders in Jesus’ day liked power. 

· In Mt. 6:1-8 Jesus warns His followers about these men.

** John 9 – lessons from the healing of a blind man.
· The selfishness of the religious leaders stopped them from seeing Who Christ was. Their position, religion, and arrogance stopped them from seeing the world as God does. Compare John 9:29 with John 7:27.
Practical: We are to do what we do not for show, but to honor God and not forget the needs of those around us by focusing so much on ourselves.

3. ____________ expectations of what Christianity is can lead us to forget the real idea of Christmas.
· The religious leaders misunderstood Who the Messiah would be and do. He did not come the first time to set up an earthly Kingdom, but a spiritual one.

· They also, it seems, had unrealistic expectations. Maybe they struggled with the Messiah being a child.

· People have unreal expectations today – Christianity will give them a life without trouble, that because they are Christians they should get constant attention from other believers, that Christians should be “super spiritual” never making any mistakes.

Answers:  1. religious     2. focused     3. Unreal
